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• EASY TO DIFFICULT QUESTIONS



Q12. In the context of Indian history, the Rakhmabai 
case of 1884 revolved around: 

1.women’s right to gain education 
2.age of consent 
3.restitution of conjugal rights 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3



She became India’s first practicing lady doctor. Rakhmabai got married at 11-years of age to the 19-year old Dadaji Bhikaji. As was convention 
at the time, she stayed at her parents house, this was the time she spent in educating hersel she stayed at her parents house, this was the time 
she spent in educating herself                                                                                                                                                                                                             
under the guidance of her stepfather.               



Q13. Indigo cultivation in India declined by the beginning of the 20th 
century because of 

(a) Peasant resistance to the oppressive conduct of planters 

(b) Its unprofitability in the world market because of new inventions 

(c) National leaders’ opposition to the cultivation of indigo 

(d) Government control over the planters 
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Q14. Wellesley established the Fort William College at Calcutta because 

(a) He was asked by the Board of Directors at London to do so 

(b) He wanted to revive interest in oriental learning in India 

(c) He wanted to provide William Carey and his associates employment 

(d) He wanted to train British civilians for administrative purposes in 
India
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Q.15) With reference to the history of India, “Ulgulan” or the 
Great Tumult is the description of which of the following 
events? 

(a) The Revolt of 1857 

(b) The Mappila rebellion of 1921 

(c) The Indigo revolt of 1859 – 60 

(d) Birsa Munda’s revolt of 1899-1900





Q.41) With reference to the history of India consider the following 
pairs:  
1. Aurang - In-charge of treasury of the state  
2. Banian - Indian agent of the East India Company  
3. Mirasidar - Designated revenue payer to the State  
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  
a) 1 and 2 only  
b) 2 and 3 only 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 and 3







Q.43) Which of the following statements correctly explains the 
impact of the Industrial Revolution on India during the first 
half of the nineteenth century?  

a) Indian handicrafts were ruined.  

b) Machines were introduced in the Indian textile industry in 
large numbers.  

c) Railway lines were laid in many parts of the country.  

d) Heavy duties were imposed on the imports of British 
Manufactures.
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Q.46) With reference to the book “Desher Katha” written by 
Sakharam Ganesh Deuskar during the freedom struggle, 
consider the following statements:  
1. It warned against the Colonial State’s hypnotic conquest of 
the mind.  
2. It inspired the performance of swadeshi street plays and 
folk songs. 
3. The use of “desh” by Deuskar was in the specific context 
of the region of Bengal  

Which of the statements given above are correct?  
a)1 and 2 only 
 b) 2 and 3 only  
c) 1 and 3 only  
d) 1,2 and 3



Sakharam Ganesh Deuskar (1869- 1912) a close associate of Sri Aurobindo. A Marathi Brahmin who had settled in 
Bengal, Sakharam was born in Deoghar. He published a book entitled Desher Katha describing in exhaustive 
detail the British commercial and industrial exploitation of India. This book had an immense repercussion in 
Bengal, captured the mind of young Bengal and assisted more than anything else in the preparation of the 
Swadeshi movement. Published first in June 1904, Desher Katha sold ten thousand copies in four editions within the 
year. The fifth edition came out in 1905. The government of Bengal banned the book in 1910 and confiscated all the 
copies. 

Sakharam Ganesh Deuskar popularized the ideas of Naoroji and Ranade and promoted swadeshi in a popular idiom. 
His text, titled Desher Katha (Story of the Nation/Country), written in 1904, warned against the colonial state’s 
‘hypnotic conquest of the mind'. By the time Desher Katha was banned by the colonial state in 1910, it had sold 
over 15,000 copies, inspired swadeshi street plays and folk songs, and had become a mandatory text for an entire 
generation of swadeshi activists. 

Deuskar used desh to mean nation. The overlap of place of origin and nation, as well as jati (literally birth, family 
or caste) and nationality inflected understandings of the nation/country in distinct ways. Moreover, the constant 
overlap and conflation of Bengal and India, and Bengalis and Indians in the use of desh and jati, added further twists 
to notions of nationalism. 

It is worth quoting part of an article “Amader Desher Katha” [About our Country], that appeared in the 
children’s periodical Prakriti [Nature] in 1907: Though we constantly reiterate the phrase ‘our country’ do we 
have any exact idea of the actual constituents of that territory? . . What are the boundaries of our land? . . . Steering 
clear of political debates, let us see what Mother Nature has to say in this regard . . . her fingers point to a huge 
expanse - far greater than Bengal - as our nation. Following her directions we recognize the glorious Bharatbarsha 
as our majestic land. With walls of the highest mountains and the deepest caverns of the seas, Nature has carved out 
the contours of Bharat and made it distinct from the rest of the world . . . this great expanse called Bharatbarsha is our 
nation. 



Q.47) The Gandhi-Irwin Pact included which of the following?  
1. Invitation to congress to participate in the Round Table conference  

2. Withdrawal of Ordinance promulgated in connection with the civil 
Disobedience Movement  

3. Acceptance of Gandhiji’s suggestion for enquiry into police excesses  

4. Release of only those prisoners who were not charged with violence  

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only  
b) 1, 2 and 4 only  
c) 3 only  
d) 2, 3 and 4
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Q.48) The Vital Vidhavansak, the first monthly journal 
to have the untouchable people as its target audience 
was published by  
a) Gopal Baba Walankgar  
b) Jyotiba Phule  
c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi  
d) Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar



Gopal Baba Walangkar, also known as Gopal Krishna, (ca. 1840-1900) 
is an early example of an activist working to release the untouchable 
people of India from their historic socio-economic oppression, and is 
generally considered to be the pioneer of that movement. He developed 
a racial theory to explain the oppression and also published the first 
journal targeted at the untouchable people. 
Walangkar claimed that "high-caste people from the south were 
'Australian–Semitic non-Aryans' and African negroes, that Chitpavan 
Brahmans were 'Barbary Jews', and that the high-caste Marathas' 
forebears were 'Turks'". 
In 1888, Walangkar began publishing the monthly journal titled 
Vital-Vidhvansak (Destroyer of Brahmanical or Ceremonial Pollution), 
which was the first to have the untouchable people as its target audience. 
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Q11. With reference to the cultural history of India, which one of 
the following is the correct description of the term ‘paramitas’? 

(a) The earliest Dharmashastra texts written in aphoristic (sutra) style. 

(b) Philosophical schools that did not accept the authority of Vedas. 

(c) Perfections whose attainment led to the Bodhisattva path 

(d) Powerful merchant guilds of early medieval south India. 
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•  The Fourth Noble Truth, the Noble Eightfold Path, gives what the Buddhist pilgrim (or practitioner) has to practice, and 
the path which he has to follow, to achieve Enlightenment and realize Nibbana. There is a parallel path which 
consists of perfecting certain qualities, which leads the pilgrim to becoming a Samma Sambuddha, a self 
Enlightened Universal Buddha. The qualities are called the Paramis (perfections) in the Southern traditions and 
the Paramitas in the Eastern and Northern traditions. The elements of the Noble Path and the Paramis are similar.


• The ten Paramis are: 


• Generosity - giving help and benefit to other living beings


• Morality - live an ethical life


• Renunciation - renounce worldly pleasures


• Wisdom - achieve a right understanding of life and the world


• Energy - persistent effort and not being discouraged by failures


• Patience - patiently accept life’s ups and downs


• Truthfulness - honesty and truthfulness in all things


• Determination - unwavering determination to progress on the path


• Loving-kindness - show benevolence and compassion to all things


• Equanimity - develop a perfect mental equilibrium.
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Q.42) With reference to the religious history of India, consider the following 
statements:  
1. Sthaviravadins belong to Mahayana Buddhism  
2. Lokottaravadin sect was an offshoot of Mahasanghika sect of Buddhism.  
3. The deification of Buddha by Mahasanghikas fostered Mahayana Buddhism.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
a) 1 and 2 only  
b) 2 and 3 only  
c) 3 only  
d) 1, 2 and 3



The division of the Buddhist community in India in the first three centuries following the death of the Buddha in 
c. 483 BC. 

The first division in the Buddhist community occurred as a result of the second council, said to have been 
held 100 years after the Buddha’s death, at Vaisali (Bihar state) this Council was called to condemn certain 
practices of some monks which were contrary to the Vinaya or Monk’s Code of conduct., when the Acariyavadins 
(followers of the traditional teaching) split away from the Sthaviravadins (followers of the Way of the Elders) 
and formed their own school, known as the Mahasanghikas.  

These Sthaviravadins followed a realist line, stating that all phenomena exist and are unstable compounds of 
elements. They taught that it is necessary for all humans to strive for Arahantship or release from the constant 
round of rebirth (Samsara). They taught that Buddhas are men - pure and simple, rejecting any notion of their 
being transcendental. The other group, which were in the majority, were known as the Mahasanghikas. 

Like the Sthaviravadins, they accepted the fundamental doctrines as taught by the Buddha, such as: the Four 
Noble Truths, the Noble Eightfold Path etc but they differed in believing that Buddhas are supramundane and 
transcendental. They also believed that the original nature of the mind is pure and that it is contaminated when it 
is stained by passions and defilements. It was from the Mahasanghikas that the Mahayana was to evolve. 
Hence statement 1 is not correct. 

They differed or came to differ significantly from the Sthaviravada in how they understood the nature of the 
Buddha, and they are the first to attribute divinity to him and represent him in anthropomorphic form in statuary, 
setting a precedent which has continued to the present day. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

Further subdivisions of the Mahasanghikas over the next seven centuries included sect of Lokottarvadin 
whose philosophy was based on the concept of Lokottara Buddha or Supernatural Buddha., the 
Ekavyavaharikas, and the Kaukkutikas. Hence statement 2 is correct.



Q.57) With reference to the history of India, consider 
the following pairs :  

Famous Place          Present State  
1. Bhilsa -             Madhya Pradesh  
2. Dwarasamudra - Maharashtra 
 3. Girinagar -         Gujarat  
4. Sthanesvara -     Uttar Pradesh  

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched ?  
(a) 1 and 3 only  
(b) 1 and 4 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 2 and 4 only



Vidhisha is an ancient city in Madhya Pradesh state in India. It is also the 
administrative capital of the district with the same name. It was known as Besnagar in 
ancient times. Vidhisha city was known as Bhilsa during the Medieval period.  

The Hoysala empire ruled a large part of modern day Karnataka and parts of Andhra 
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu from the 10th to the 14th century. Hoysalas had their capital 
at Dwarasamudra, the modern Halebidu in Belur Taluk.  

Girnar, also known as Girinagar ('city-on-the- hill') or Revatak Parvata, is a group 
of mountains in the Junagadh District of Gujarat, India.  Girinar is one of the most 
ancient 22th jain Tirthankar lord Neminath prabhu kshetras in India. Lord 
Neminath performed penance and salvation at the top of the hill. 

Thanesar (sometimes called Thaneswar and, archaically, Sthanishvara) is a historic 
town and an important Hindu pilgrimage centre on the banks of the Saraswati River in 
the state of Haryana in northern India.  

  



Q.91) With reference to the cultural history 
of India, consider the following pairs:  

1. Parivrajaka - Renunciant and Wanderer  
2. Sharmana - Priest with a high status  
3. Upasaka - Lay follower of Buddhism  

Which of the pairs given above are correctly 
a) 1 and 2 only  
b) 1 and 3 only  
c) 2 and 3 only  
d) 1, 2 and 3



The word Parivrajaka means "roaming ascetic". A wandering religious mendicant. 
Although this term occurs in the early Brahmanic tradition of the Upaniṣads, it is also 
applicable to Buddhist and Jain monks, as well as to Hindu saṃnyāsins. The Pāli 
equivalent is paribbājaka.  

The Shramana group - Buddhism, Jainism and various 'heterodox' sects - is one 
such well-established group. Shramanas did not regard the brahmans as being of 
the highest status. The shramanas included a variety of ascetics, as well as the 
monks and lay followers of various sects - Buddhist, Jaina, Ajivika and others  

Monks renounced social obligations to take on an alternative life when they 
joined the Order. They lived as equal members of the Order, denying caste 
distinctions. But they lived in monasteries near villages and towns so that they could 
draw on the support of the lay community, namely, those who were Buddhists or 
Jainas but were not initiated into renunciatory groups. Lay followers were referred 
to as upasaka and upasika.  

•
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Q.16) With reference to the scholars/litterateurs of ancient India, 
consider the following statements:  
1. Panini is associated with Pushyamitra Shunga.  
2. Amarasimha is associated with Harshvardhana  
3. Kalidasa is associated with Chandra Gupta - II  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
a) 1 and 2 only  
b) 2 and 3 only  
c) 3 only  
d) 1,2 and 3
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Q.49) With reference to the history of India, the terms 
“kulyavapa and “dronavapa” denote  

a) measurement of land 

 b) coins of different monetary value  

c) classification of urban land  

d) religious rituals





Q.50) Who among the following rulers advised his 
subject through the inscription?  

“Whosoever praises his religious sect or blames 
other sects out of excessive devotion to blames 
other sects out of excessive devotion to his own 
sect, with the view of glorifying his own sect, he 
rather injures his own sect very severely.” 

 a) Ashoka  
b) Samudragupta 
 c) Harshavardhana  
d) Krishnadeva Raya
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Q.62) With reference to the period of Gupta 
dynasty in ancient India, the towns Ghantasala, 
Kadura and Chaul were well known as  

(a) ports handling foreign trade  

(b) capitals of powerful kingdoms  

(c) places of exquisite stone art and  
architecture  
(d) important Buddhist pilgrimage centres 
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Q.44) Consider the following events in the history of India:  
1. Rise of Pratiharas under King Bhoja  
2. Establishment of Pallava power under Mahendravaraman- I 
3. Establishment of Chola power by Parantaka - I  
4. Pala dynasty funded by Gopala  
What is the correct chronological order of the above events, starting 
from the earlies time?  
a) 2-1-4-3  
b) 3-1-4-2  
c) 2-4-1-3  
d) 3-4-1-2



\



ALL INDIA TEST SERIES: 2967



ALL INDIA TEST SERIES:ADDITIONAL 
TEST 3222



Q.45) Which of the following phrases defines the 
nature of the ‘Hundi generally referred to in the 
sources of the post Harsha period?  
a) An advisory issued by the king to his 
subordinates  
b) A diary to be maintained for daily accounts  
c) A bill of exchange 
 d) An order from the feudal lord to his 
subordinates



In India, instruments of credit have been in use since time immemorial and are popularly known 
as Hundies.

The movement of goods during Medieval period was facilitated by the growth of a financial 
system which permitted easy transfer of money from one part of the country to another. 

This was done through the use of Hundis. The Hundis was a letter of credit payable after a 
period of time at a discount. The Hundis often included insurance which was charged at 
different rates on the basis of value of the goods.The sharrafs was specialized in dealing with 
Hundis. In the process they acted as private bank and supplement the money in circulation. Many 
Sharrafs set up their agency in different parts of India and also in West and Southeast Asia. 
Therefore, they helped in promoting external trade with neighboring countries. 



The hundies are written in Indian languages and have a large variety:

Hundies and its Types

There are a variety of hundies used in our country.

Shahjog Hundi: This is drawn by one merchant on another, asking the latter to pay the amount to 
a Shah. Shah is a respectable and responsible person, a man of worth and known in the bazaar. A 
shah-jog hundi passes from one hand to another till it reaches a shah, who, after reasonable 
enquiries, presents it to the drawee for acceptance of the payment.

Darshani Hundi: This is hundi payable at sight. It must be presented for payment within a 
reasonable time after its receipt by the holder. It is similar to a demand bill.

Muddati Hundi: A muddati or miadi hundi is payable after a specified period of time. This is 
similar to a time bill.

There are few other varieties of hundies like Nam-jog hundi, Dhani-jog hundi, Jawabee hundi, 
Hokhami hundi, Firman-jog hundi, and so on.


















