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1. Which country is called “Bowl of Sugar” in 

the world? 

(a) India  

(b) Cuba  

(c) China  

(d) Pakistan 

 

2. What was common between Khwaja 

Muinuddin Chishti and Qutbuddin Bakhtiar 

Kaki? 

(a) They were Bhakti saints. 

(b) They were the exploitative landlords of 

the time. 

(c) They were Chisti order sufi teachers. 

(d) They were popular rulers of the Mughal 

period 

 

3. Which of the following Harappan cities was 

famous for its dockyard? 

(a) Mohenjodaro 

(b) Lothal 

(c) Kalibangan 

(d) Rakhigarhi 

 

4. Who gave this slogan “Freedom is my 

birthright and I shall have it !”? 

(a) Lala Lajpat Rai 

(b) Rash Behari Bose 

(c) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(d) Subhash Chandra Bose 

 

5. To which of the following chemical groups 

does ‘Cellulose’ belongs ?  

(a) Carbohydrates  

(b) Protein  

(c) Lipids  

(d) Nucleic acid 

6. Arrange the following European Countries 

in chronological order of their advent in 

India? 

1. Portuguese 

2. Dutch   

3. French  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below.  

(a) 1 - 2 - 3 

(b) 2 - 3 - 1 

(c) 2 - 1 - 3 

(d) 3 - 2 - 1 

 

7. Which plateau lies between the Aravali and 

the Vindhya ranges? 

(a) Malwa plateau 

(b) Chhota Nagpur plateau 

(c) Deccan plateau 

(d) Bundelkhand plateau 

 

8. Out of the following rivers which is not the 

tributary of river Sutlej?  

(a) Baspa  

(b) Spiti  

(c) Ravi  

(d) Beas 

 

9. Which of the following is correct full form 

of GDP? 

(a) Gross Domestic Product 

(b) Gross Demand and Price 

(c) Green Domestic Product 

(d) Great Depression Price  

 

10. Human Development Report is published 

by? 

(a) World Bank  

(b) International Monetary Fund 

(c) World Economic Forum  

(d) United Nations Development 

Programme 
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11. If a Panchayat is dissolved, elections are to 

be held within __ month(s).  

(a) One 

(b) Three  

(c) Six  

(d) Nine 

 

12. In the context of Indian economy, which of 

the following measures is regarded as the 

National Income? 

(a) Gross Domestic Product at market prices 

(b) Net National Product at factor cost 

(c) Gross National Product at factor cost 

(d) Net National Product at market prices 

 

13. Scurvy disease is caused by deficiency of 

which vitamin?  

(a) Vitamin A  

(b) Vitamin B12  

(c) Vitamin C  

(d) Vitamin D  

 

14. Which one of the following schedules of the 

Constitution of India, contains provisions 

regarding Anti-defection Act? 

(a) 4th Schedule  

(b) 6th Schedule  

(c) 8th Schedule  

(d) 10th Schedule 

 

15. Which of the following correctly describes 

the phenomenon of 'double coincidence of 

wants'? 

(a) Increase in employment with rising 

inflation. 

(b) Financing the government spending 

through borrowings.   

(c) Two parties exchanging mutually 

required items without any monetary 

medium 

(d) Borrowing by the Government indirectly 

via a public sector enterprise.  

16. Which of the following consumer rights are 

enjoyed by consumers in India? 

1. Right to be informed 

2. Right to choose 

3. Right to seek redressal 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below.  

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

17. The Congress declared complete 

Independence for India as its goal at which 

session?  

(a) Lahore Session 1929  

(b) Calcutta Session 1928 

(c) Allahabad Session 1930  

(d) None of the above 

 

18. Where did the Prime Minister Sri Narendra 

Modi lay the foundation stone of the largest 

airport in Asia in November 2021?  

(a) Noida International Airport at Jewar  

(b) Kushinagar Airport  

(c) Delhi Airport  

(d) Kempegowda International Airport in 

Bengaluru 

 

19. Which of the following processes correctly 

described the process of decantation? 

(a) Process of separating grain from stalks. 

(b) Settlement of heavier component in a 

mixture with water.  

(c) Removal of water along with the dust 

from a mixture.  

(d) Separation of heavier and lighter 

components of a mixture by blowing air 
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20. A device that either breaks the circuit or 

completes it: 

(a) Switch 

(b) Filament 

(c) Battery 

(d) Insulator 

 

21. If someone in the family is suffering from a 

problem of acidity after overeating, which of 

the following would you suggest as a 

remedy? 

(a) Lemon juice 

(b) Vinegar 

(c) Baking soda solution 

(d) Both (a) and (b) 

 

22. With reference to magnets, consider the 

following statements: 

1. A freely suspended bar magnet comes to 

rest in a North-South direction.  

2. Two similar poles repel each other 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2   

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 

23. Which of the following benefits could be 

obtained from Microorganisms? 

1. Preparation of food items  

2. Preparation of medicines 

3. Increase soil fertility 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below.  

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

24. A person stands on loose sand and then lies 

down on it. He goes deeper into the sand 

while standing than while lying down. 

Which one of the following is the reason? 

(a) The weight of the body is lesser while 

standing up. 

(b) The density of the human body is lesser 

than sand 

(c) The pressure on the sand is higher while 

standing up 

(d) There is more friction between the body 

and the sand while lying down 

 

25. In which year the International Labour 

Organisaton was established? 

(a) 1919  

(b) 1920  

(c) 1921  

(d) 1922 

 

26. The Banni grasslands housing the Maldhari 

communities dwell in which of the following 

states? 

(a) Meghalaya 

(b) Haryana 

(c) Gujarat 

(d) Rajasthan 

 

27. Right to Property belongs to which category 

amongst the following?  

(a) Constitutional Right 

(b) Fundamental Right  

(c) Natural Right  

(d) Human Right 

 

28. Which of the following rays or radiations are 

used in thermal imaging? 

(a) Gamma rays 

(b) Infrared radiation 

(c) X rays 

(d) Ultraviolet radiation 
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29. Which of the following plan is called 

“Rolling Plan”? 

(a) Third Plan  

(b) Fifth Plan  

(c) Sixth Plan  

(d) Eighth plan  

 

30. Who among the following chairs the Zonal 

Council? 

(a) Prime Minister of India 

(b) The Union Home Minister  

(c) Chief Ministers of the zones in rotation 

(d) The Finance Minister of India 

 

31. Who is known as father of Genetics?  

(a) Hargobind Khurana 

(b) Robert Brown 

(c) Thomas Hunt Morgan 

(d) Johann Gregor Mendel 

 

32. Pittsburgh of India is – 

(a) Bhagalpur  

(b) Varanasi  

(c) Sindri 

(d) Jamshedpur 

 

33. Which of the following taxes are abolished 

by the Goods and Services Tax?  

(a) Property Tax  

(b) Corporation Tax 

(c) Value Added Tax  

(d) Income Tax 

 

34. Which one of the following describes a 

system of agriculture where farmers clear a 

patch of land to produce food crops? 

(a) Shifting Agriculture 

(b) Pisciculture 

(c) Horticulture 

(d) Viticulture 

35. Which of the following are Non-Ferrous 

minerals? 

1. Manganese 

2. Copper 

3. Bauxite 

4. Gold 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

36. What are ‘Ramsar Sites’? 

(a) Monuments of International Importance  

(b) Mountains of International Importance  

(c) Wetlands of International Importance  

(d) Volcanoes of International Importance 

 

37. In India, Terai belt is found in which of the 

following physiographic divisions? 

(a) Coastal Plains 

(b) Peninsular Plateau 

(c) Indian Desert 

(d) Northern Plains 

 

38. In the year 2021, the Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry was awarded to: 

(a) Syukuro Manabe, Klaus Hasselmann & 

Giorgio Parisi 

(b) David Julius & Ardem Patapoutian 

(c) Benjamin List & David MacMillan 

(d) Abdulrazak Gurnah 

 

39. The Equator does not pass through which of 

the following countries?  

(a) Kenya  

(b) Mexico  

(c) Indonesia  

(d) Brazil 
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40. Which of the following is primary memory 

in computer system? 

(a) Hard Disk  

(b) Compact Disk  

(c) RAM  

(d) Pen Drive 

 

41. “WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having 

solemnly resolved to constitute India into a 

SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure 

to all its citizens”. 

Which of the following contains the above 

phrase? 

(a) Directive Principles of State Policy 

(b) Fundamental Rights 

(c) Fundamental Duties 

(d) Preamble 

 

42. At present, the highest civilian award of the 

‘Republic of India’ is – 

(a) Padma Vibhushan  

(b) Padma Bhushan  

(c) Padma Shri  

(d) Bharat Ratna 

 

43. Fundamental Rights or Part III of the Indian 

Constitution do not include which of the 

following rights? 

(a) Right to Equality 

(b) Right to Freedom 

(c) Right to Exploitation 

(d) Right to Constitutional Remedies 

 

44. Which of the following articles of the Indian 

Constitution deals with the Annual Budget? 

(a) Article 110 

(b) Article 111 

(c) Article 112 

(d) Article 123 

45. Who is the first Indian woman to scale Mt. 

Annapurna?  

(a) Arunima Sinha  

(b) Priyanka Mohite  

(c) Shivangi Pathak  

(d) Anita Devi 

 

46. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Mediterranean climate: 

1. These regions are marked by dry winters 

and rainy summers. 

2. Mediterranean regions are known as 

‘Orchards of the world’. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

47. "These are the most widespread forests of 

India. They are also called the monsoon 

forests and spread over the region receiving 

rainfall between 200 cm and 70 cm. Trees of 

this forest type shed their leaves for about 

six to eight weeks in dry summer." 

Which of the following is being referred to 

in the above passage? 

(a) Tropical Evergreen Forests 

(b) Tropical Thorn Forests 

(c) Montane Forests 

(d) Tropical Deciduous Forests 

 

48. Jhoom is:  

(a) A type of folk dance 

(b) The name of a river  

(c) A tribe in the North-East 

(d) A type of agriculture (cultivation) 
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49. Light travels at a maximum speed in: 

(a) Air  

(b) Water  

(c) Vacuum  

(d) None of these 

 

50. Which among the following animals are 

called as – “Ploughers of the soil”? 

(a) Earthworms  

(b) Snakes 

(c) Frogs 

(d) None of these  

 

51. When the digits of a two-digit number are 

reversed, the number increases by 27. Sum 

of the least and the highest such two-digit 

numbers is- 

(a) 85 

(b) 93 

(c) 110 

(d) 83 

 

52. Golu and Bholu appear in an interview for 2 

vacancies. The probability of selection of 

Golu and that of Bholu, are 1/3 and 1/7 

respectively. What is the probability that 

only one of them will be selected? 

(a) 1/21 

(b) 8/21 

(c) 4/21 

(d) 2/7 

 

53. A solid cube is painted red, blue and white 

such that opposite faces are of the same 

colour. The cube is then cut into 343 

identical cubes. How many cubes have one 

of their faces painted? 

(a) 25 

(b) 150 

(c) 294 

(d) 90 

54. In India, 60% people went to Europe trip, 

50% went to Russia trip and 10% did not 

travel abroad.    

Which of the following conclusion(s) can be 

drawn from the above data? 

1. 20% people went to Europe as well as 

Russia. 

2. 30% people went to only Russia.  

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

55. There are three contestants Rohan, Mohan 

and Sohan in an election. Rohan secured 

30% of the total votes, Mohan secured 60% 

of the remaining votes and Sohan secured 

84000 votes. What was the winning margin 

(i.e. difference between the winner and 

runner-up) in the number of votes? 

(a) 46000 

(b) 26000 

(c) 40000 

(d) 36000 

 

56. In a class of 35 students, 17 students failed 

in Hindi, 18 students failed in English. 8 

students passed in both the subjects. The 

number of students who passed in exactly 

one subject is: 

(a) 10 

(b) 19 

(c) 5 

(d) 4 
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57. A person walked 10 km towards west from 

point A, then moved 8 km towards north and 

reached the bus stand, then he walked 6 

towards east and reached a school. From 

school, he walked 12 km towards his right 

and then moved 9 km towards east and 

reached his home. How far and in which 

direction is the school from his house? 

(a) 13 km, south-west 

(b) 12 km, north-east 

(c) 15 km, north-west 

(d) 15 km, south-west 

 

58. A shopkeeper sells an item at a certain price. 

If he sells that item at 33.33% of the original 

selling price, then he suffers a loss of 33.33 

%. Find the profit percent, if he sells that 

item at 60% of the original selling price? 

(a) 35 % 

(b) 20 % 

(c) 25 % 

(d) 37.5 % 

 

59. Let a, b, c and d be natural numbers, such 

that: 

a - 1 = b + 2 = c – 3 = d + 4 

Which one of the following is the largest 

number? 

(a) a 

(b) b 

(c) c 

(d) d 

 

60. Rajat invited his two friends to his birthday 

party. He cut his cake into three pieces. The 

weight of the first piece is the sum of the 

first 4 prime numbers. The weight of the 

second piece is the average of the first three 

odd numbers plus half of the third piece. The 

third piece is as heavy as the other two 

pieces together. Find the weight of the whole 

cake? 

(a) 40 units 

(b) 20 units 

(c) 80 units 

(d) 30 units 

61. Ajeet and Sujeet go shopping in a mall. They 

use escalator to move between various 

floors. The escalator moves at a constant 

speed. Ajeet takes nine steps for every five 

of Sujeet‘s steps. Ajeet takes 30 steps to 

reach the top of the escalator, while Sujeet 

takes 20 steps to reach the top. If the 

escalator was turned off, how many steps 

would they have to take to walk up? 

(a) 40 steps 

(b) 50 steps 

(c) 60 steps 

(d) 80 steps 

 

62. There are two participants for a 4 km race of 

a circular track having a circumference of 1 

km. 

Five minutes after the race started, the 

runner–up and the winner met for the first 

time. They started from the same point, in 

the same direction and their speeds are 

uniform. If the speed of runner– up is half of 

the speed of the winner, then what is the 

time taken by winner finish the race? 

(a) 20 min 

(b) 15 min 

(c) 10 min 

(d) 5 min 

 

63. Ambuj started a business by investing a 

certain amount. After few months, Rakesh 

joined him by investing 33.33% more than 

Ambuj. After 12 months, the share of Ambuj 

is Rs.4608 out of a total profit of Rs. 8704. 

What is the ratio of time periods of Ambuj 

and Rakesh? 

(a) 2 : 3 

(b) 3 : 2 

(c) 1 : 2 

(d) 3 : 4 

http://www.visionias.in/


 

9                                                             www.visionias.in                                                                                      ©Vision IAS  

64. A cube of maximum size is inscribed in a 

sphere and a sphere of maximum radius is 

inscribed in that cube. What is the ratio of 

radius of a small sphere to that of the bigger 

sphere? 

(a) √3 : 1 

(b) √3 : 2 

(c) 1 : 2 

(d) 1 : √3 

 

65. Two pipes A and B can fill a tank in 15 

minutes and 20 minutes respectively. Both 

the pipes are opened together. But after 4 

minutes, pipe A is turned off. What is the 

total time required to fill the tank? 

(a) 10 min. 20 sec. 

(b) 11 min. 45 sec. 

(c) 12 min. 30 sec. 

(d) 14 min. 40 sec. 

 

66. Find the sum of all three digit numbers less 

than 200 which are divisible by 5. 

(a) 2800 

(b) 3000 

(c) 2950 

(d) 2850 

 

67. In a party, out of total guests, 60% are 

women. If 80% of the guests are married 

couple (i.e. form a pair of husband-wife) and 

rest are unmarried, then which of the 

following statement(s) is/are correct? 

1. All men are married. 

2. More than 30% of women are 

unmarried. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

68. In an examination out of total participants 

40% failed in quant and 30% failed in 

reasoning. 

Consider the following statements: 

1. 20% failed in both quant and reasoning. 

2. 40 participants passed in only quant. 

To find the total number of participants 

(a) Statement 1 alone is sufficient. 

(b) Statement 2 alone is sufficient. 

(c) Statement 1 along with statement 2 is 

sufficient. 

(d) Both statements 1 and 2 together are not 

sufficient. 

 

69. If the numerator of a proper fraction is 

increased by a positive quantity (natural 

number) and denominator is decreased by 

the same, then the resulting fraction is 

(a) always less than the original fraction. 

(b) always greater than the original fraction. 

(c) always equal to the original fraction. 

(d) such that nothing can be claimed 

definitely. 

 

70. How many such pairs of two-digit prime 

numbers are there, in which the numbers are 

greater than 11 and mirror images of each 

other (e.g. 13 & 31)? 

(a) 3 

(b) 2 

(c) 4 

(d) 5 
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Direction for the following 3 (three) items: 

Read the following information and answer the three 

items that follow: 

A group of individuals is standing in a horizontal 

row. There are four individuals standing between A 

and B. Position of C is seventh to the left of A. 

Number of individuals between C and D and D and 

B are equal. A is standing exactly in the middle of 

the row and D is not the immediate neighbour of A. 

 

71. Which of the following statement(s) is/are 

false? 

1. Position of B is third from one of the 

extreme ends. 

2. Position of A is the eighth form extreme 

right end. 

(a) Only 1 

(b) Only 2 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

72. If E is standing fourth to the right of D, then 

how many persons are standing to the right 

of E? 

(a) 8 

(b) 9 

(c) 10 

(d) 7 

 

73. What is the number of individuals in the 

group? 

(a) 13 

(b) 14 

(c) 15 

(d) 16 

 

74. A die is rolled twice. What is the probability 

of getting a sum equal to 8? 

(a) 5/36 

(b) 1/9 

(c) 7/36 

(d) 2/9 

Directions for the following 2 (two) items: 

Read the following statements S1 and S2 and answer 

the two items that follow: 

S1: D and F both have scored the same runs while G 

scored less than D. 

S2: C scored more than D and A. A scored less than 

F. 

 

75. Which one of the following statements is 

correct? 

(a) A scored more than G. 

(b) A scored less than D. 

(c) D is the highest scorer. 

(d) F is the highest scorer. 

 

76. Which one of the following statements is 

correct? 

(a) Score of A is least. 

(b) Score of G is the lowest. 

(c) Score of C is the lowest. 

(d) 'Whose score is least' cannot be 

determined. 

 

77. Consider the following: 

 

Find the missing number. 

(a) 27 

(b) 24 

(c) 30 

(d) 28 

 

78. Which of the following given options can 

represent the letters ‘AGGRAVATE’? 

(a) 244526298 

(b) 244452278 

(c) 392227356 

(d) 372555233 
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79. What is X in the sequence given below: 

287, 167, 119, 47, 23, 7, X ? 

(a) 4 

(b) 8 

(c) 2 

(d) 3 

 

80. Find the wrong number in the series given 

below. 

 1, 4, 25, 256, 3125, 46656 

(a) 46656 

(b) 25 

(c) 256 

(d) 3125 

 

Directions for the following items: 

Read the following passages and answer the items 

that follow each passage. Your answers to these 

items should be based on the passages only. 

Passage 

The atmosphere keeps the average temperature of the 

Earth fairly steady during the day and even during 

the course of the whole year. The atmosphere 

prevents the sudden increase in temperature during 

the daylight hours. And during the night, it slows 

down the escape of heat into outer space. Think of 

the moon, which is about the same distance from the 

Sun as the Earth is. Despite that, on the surface of 

the moon, with no atmosphere, the temperature 

ranges from –190° C to 110° C. 

 

81. Which of the following messages does the 

author convey in the passage? 

(a) The presence of the atmosphere is one of 

the important factors for life to sustain 

on the Earth. 

(b) There can never be the possibility of life 

on the moon. 

(c) Industrial activities have impacted the 

heat budget of the Earth. 

(d) The average temperature of the Earth is 

increasing year by year. 

Passage 

Manure contains large quantities of organic matter 

and also supplies small quantities of nutrients to the 

soil. Manure is prepared by the decomposition of 

animal excreta and plant waste. Manure helps in 

enriching the soil with nutrients and organic matter 

and increasing soil fertility. The bulk of organic 

matter in manure helps in improving the soil 

structure. This involves increasing the water holding 

capacity in sandy soils. In clayey soils, large 

quantities of organic matter help in drainage and in 

avoiding waterlogging. In using manure, we use 

biological waste material, which is advantageous in 

protecting our environment from excessive use of 

fertilizers. 

 

82. Which one of the following is implied in the 

passage? 

(a) Manure is more effective than fertilizers 

in making the soil nutrient-rich. 

(b) The water retention capacity of clayey 

soils is more than sandy soils. 

(c) Using manure is not eco-friendly due to 

the emission of GHGs from the 

decomposition of biowaste. 

(d) The government should promote organic 

farming to give a boost to the 

agricultural sector. 

 

Passage 

Every democracy has to try to realize the ideals of 

democratic decision-making. This cannot be 

achieved once and for all. This requires a constant 

effort to save and strengthen democratic forms of 

decision-making. What we do as citizens can make a 

difference in making our country more or less 

democratic. This is the strength and the weakness of 

democracy: the fate of the country depends not just 

on what the rulers do, but mainly on what we, as 

citizens, do. Democracy cannot get us everything 

and is not the solution to all problems. But it is better 

than any other alternative that we know. 
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83. Which one of the following statements best 

reflects the main message of the passage? 

(a) A democratic form of governance is the 

only solution to modern global 

problems. 

(b) Democracy thrives on the active political 

participation of all citizens. 

(c) Democratic decision-making makes the 

progress of the developmental projects 

slow. 

(d) The rulers don’t have any significant 

role in a democracy. 

 

Passage 

Freedom means the absence of constraints. In 

practical life it means the absence of interference in 

our affairs by others – be it other individuals or the 

government. We want to live in society, but we want 

to be free. We want to do things in the way we want 

to do them. Others should not dictate to us what we 

should do. Freedom of speech and expression is one 

of the essential features of any democracy. Our ideas 

and personality develop only when we can freely 

communicate with others. However, freedom is not 

an unlimited license to do what one wants.  

 

84. Which one of the following is best implied 

in the passage? 

(a) According to the Indian Constitution, the 

Right to Freedom is sacrosanct. 

(b) Freedom should be exercised with 

reasonable restrictions in a healthy 

society. 

(c) The development of good ideas is 

possible only in a democracy where 

freedom is provided. 

(d) In any democracy to flourish, the right to 

freedom of speech and expression 

should be absolute. 

Passage 

The quality of population depends upon the literacy 

rate, health of a person indicated by life expectancy, 

and skill formation acquired by the people of the 

country. The quality of the population ultimately 

decides the growth rate of the country. The illiterate 

and unhealthy population is a liability for the 

economy. The literate and healthy population is an 

asset. Investment in human resources (via education 

and medical care) can give high rates of return in the 

future. 

 

85. Which one of the following statements best 

reflects the main message of the passage? 

(a) Investment in human capital formation 

contributes to the economic growth of a 

nation. 

(b) The government should spend more on 

the states that have higher literacy rates. 

(c) People living in underdeveloped and 

poor nations are unhealthy and illiterate. 

(d) There is an urgent need to control the 

population explosion in India to increase 

the growth rate. 

 

Passage 

Buffer Stock is the stock of food grains, namely 

wheat and rice procured by the government through 

the Food Corporation of India (FCI). The FCI 

purchases wheat and rice from the farmers in states 

where there is surplus production. The farmers are 

paid a pre-announced price for their crops. This price 

is called Minimum Support Price (MSP). The 

purchased food grains are stored in granaries and are 

distributed through government-regulated ration 

shops among the poorer section of the society. The 

PDS has proved to be the most effective instrument 

of government policy over the years in stabilizing 

prices and making food available to consumers at 

affordable prices. 

http://www.visionias.in/


 

13                                                             www.visionias.in                                                                                      ©Vision IAS  

86. Which one of the following is the most 

appropriate inference that can be made from 

the above passage? 

(a) The minimum support price and 

procurement system have contributed to 

achieving food security and controlling 

food inflation in India. 

(b) The FCI purchases surplus production to 

boost the food grain exports of India. 

(c) The PDS has been successful in 

eliminating hunger from India. 

(d) The government provides MSP for only 

wheat and rice in India. 

 

Passage 

Climate change is defined as the long-term change in 

the earth’s climate due to natural, mechanical and 

anthropological processes that result in the emission 

of greenhouse gases like CO2, methane, etc. These 

gases settle in the stratosphere and trap the heat 

within the atmosphere leading to global warming and 

changing climatic patterns. Shifting of seasons, 

increasing global temperatures, rising sea levels, 

changing agricultural patterns have resulted in 

frequent disasters like landslides, tsunamis, drought, 

famine, population migration, and major health 

hazards not just for us but also for our children and 

grandchildren. 

 

87. Which one of the following statements best 

reflects the main message of the passage? 

(a) UNFCCC should make the Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) 

legally binding to all the parties of the 

Paris Agreement. 

(b) The need of the hour is to think of 

sustainable solutions which are not just 

temporary but also take into account the 

needs of future generations. 

(c) India should immediately formulate and 

implement a plan to evacuate and 

rehabilitate people from coastal areas to 

safer places. 

(d) Due to the climate change caused by 

unprecedented levels of greenhouse gas 

emissions, one-fourth of the Earth’s 

species will become extinct by 2050. 

Passage 

Women were adopting specific strategies to further 

their interests in the context of wheat-based 

livelihoods. While more women have started 

working in the fields due to migration of men from 

rural areas to cities, data on their specific roles in 

agriculture remains sparse. Women selected and 

improved wheat varieties and inputs such as 

inorganic fertilisers. Women in societies practicing 

wheat-based agriculture have started challenging the 

norm of men being sole decision- makers. They are 

transitioning from workers to innovators and 

managers. 

 

88. Which one of the following is the correct 

inference that can be made from the above 

passage? 

(a) Women's role as decision makers has 

increased in societies with women 

practicing wheat-based agriculture. 

(b) Agriculture is male dominant sector 

because of physical labour required. 

(c) Women are only engaged in wheat-

based livelihoods. 

(d) Men are the sole decision makers due to 

patriarchal mindsets in the rural areas. 

 

Passage 

It is now being increasingly realised that sports 

contribute to the physical, psychological and 

emotional well-being of an individual. Sports play a 

significant role in healthy social development and 

interaction. It helps people learn how to set and 

achieve goals through discipline and hard work. It 

nurtures the development of decision-making and 

leadership abilities, while teaching people to manage 

both success and failure. Today, it has become one 

of the most popular activities being organised at 

regular intervals. In its true sense, sports means 

much more than just to compete in a few events 

organised at certain intervals for the highest honour 

of one‘s state/country. 
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89. Which of the following statements best 

reflects the main message of the passage? 

(a) Sports can play a significant role in the 

social well-being of an individual. 

(b) Sports is a sine qua non for a successful 

life. 

(c) Participation without winning is a futile 

exercise in any sport. 

(d) Sports should be organized at regular 

intervals in the educational institutions. 

 

Passage 

It is important to remember that forest restoration is 

more than just planting trees. It‘s about reinstating 

the balance of the ecological, social and economic 

benefits of forests and trees within a broader pattern 

of land use. In some cases, this is best achieved by 

assisting the natural regeneration of local plant 

species, while in others, the planting of trees and 

other vegetation helps speed up the process of 

restoring the health and productivity of degraded 

landscapes. The Great Green Wall is an example of 

the latter. With support from the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO), some 63,000 hectares have recently been 

brought under restoration, befitting 1 million people. 

 

90. Which one of the following is best implied 

in the passage? 

(a) Afforestation should be taken in mission 

mode to restore forests. 

(b) We need to take a more comprehensive 

and multidimensional approach with 

respect to land use to achieve the goal of 

forest restoration. 

(c) Invasive alien species should be 

effectively curbed to protect the local 

plants. 

(d) Green walls should be created globally 

to restore degraded forests. 

Passage 

Over a long time (more than a hundred years), and 

especially because new methods of manufacturing 

were introduced, factories came up and started 

expanding. Those people who had earlier worked on 

farms now began to work in factories in large 

numbers. People began to use many more goods that 

were produced in factories at cheap rates. The 

secondary sector gradually became the most 

important in total production and employment. 

Hence, over time, a shift had taken place. In the past 

100 years, there has been a further shift from 

secondary to tertiary sector in developed countries. 

The service sector has become the most important in 

terms of total production. Most of the working 

people are also employed in the service sector. 

 

91. Which one of the following is best implied 

in the passage? 

(a) The people have given up farming 

practices because the industries have 

replaced the agricultural lands. 

(b) The demand for manufactured goods 

replaced the demand for agricultural 

produce. 

(c) The contribution of the service sector to 

the GDP of a nation is much more than 

the contribution of the manufacturing 

sector. 

(d) With the development of a nation the 

dominance of the economic activities 

shifts from primary to the tertiary sector. 
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Passage 

In recent years, people have tried out some newer 

ways of providing loans to the poor. The idea is to 

organize rural poor, in particular women, into small 

Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and pool their savings. A 

typical SHG has 15-20 members, usually belonging 

to one neighborhood, who meet and save regularly. 

Members can take small loans from the group itself 

to meet their needs. The group charges interest on 

these loans but this is still less than what the 

moneylender charges. Thus, the SHGs help 

borrowers overcome the problem of lack of 

collateral. They can get timely loans for a variety of 

purposes and at a reasonable interest rate. Moreover, 

SHGs are the building blocks of the organization of 

the rural poor. 

 

92. Which one of the following is the most 

correct inference that can be made from the 

above passage? 

(a) SHGs are functional in regions that have 

no bank presence. 

(b) The members of the SHGs can be 

women only. 

(c) SHGs have emerged as an efficient 

formal channel to provide credit linkage 

to the poor. 

(d) SHGs help in financial inclusion by 

providing need-based financial services 

to the poor. 

 

Passage 

Globalization is the process of rapid integration of 

countries. This is happening through greater foreign 

trade and foreign investment. MNCs are playing a 

major role in the globalization process. More and 

more MNCs are looking for locations around the 

world that are cheap for their production. As a result, 

production is being organized in complex ways. 

While globalization has benefited well-off 

consumers and also producers with skill, education, 

and wealth, many small producers and workers have 

suffered as a result of the rising competition. 

93. Which one of the following statements best 

reflects the main message of the author in 

the passage? 

(a) Globalization is a trait of mainly 

democratic countries. 

(b) WTO ensures that countries liberalize 

trade and investment for the 

globalization process. 

(c) Globalization is a double-edged sword 

so the intervention of the government is 

inevitable. 

(d) Formal employment has increased in 

India after reforms that paved way for 

Globalization. 

 

Passage 

Recent scientific studies have derived sustainable 

diets at the national and state level for India which, if 

adopted, will ensure both nutritional security and 

environmental sustainability. To shift to a 

sustainable diet, people in India on average would 

need to increase the vegetable intake by 2 times that 

of current levels; increase the fruit, pulses, and other 

coarse grains (e.g., millet, sorghum, or maize) intake 

by 4–5 times, and nuts intake by over 10 times. The 

intake of oils, rice, wheat, and sugar needs to be 

reduced substantially from current levels in most 

states. Sustainable diets were derived by replacing 

nutrient-poor and high-environmental-footprint 

foods with nutrient-dene and low-footprint foods. 
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94. Which one of the following is the most 

correct inference that can be made from the 

above passage? 

(a) The fruit production in India needs to be 

increased to meet the domestic demand. 

(b) Some fiscal interventions by the 

government are needed to discourage the 

production of foods that are low in 

nutrition and high in environmental 

impact. 

(c) India’s agricultural infrastructure is not 

capable enough to make this dietary 

transition. 

(d) The production of wheat and rice should 

be stopped as it is detrimental to 

environmental sustainability. 

 

Passage 

Since 1951, over 5,000 sq km of forest was cleared 

for river valley projects. Clearing of forests is 

continuing with projects like the Narmada Sagar 

Project in Madhya Pradesh, which would inundate 

40,000 hectares of forest. Mining is another 

important factor behind deforestation. The Buxa 

Tiger Reserve in West Bengal is seriously threatened 

by the ongoing dolomite mining. It has disturbed the 

natural habitat of many species and blocked the 

migration route of several others, including the great 

Indian elephant. 

 

95. Which one of the following is best implied 

in the passage? 

(a) The government should ban dolomite 

mining in West Bengal. 

(b) The developmental projects of the 

government do not include forests 

restoration plans. 

(c) A dedicated wildlife corridor should be 

created in mining regions to ensure a 

smooth migration of the animals. 

(d) Indian elephant has been categorized as 

a critically endangered species under 

IUCN Red List. 

Passage 

Ideas of national unity in early-nineteenth-century 

Europe were closely allied to the ideology of 

liberalism. The term 'liberalism' derives from the 

Latin root liber, meaning free. For the new middle 

classes, liberalism stood for freedom for the 

individual and equality of all before the law. 

Politically, it emphasized the concept of government 

by consent. Since the French Revolution, liberalism 

had stood for the end of autocracy and clerical 

privileges, a constitution, and representative 

government through parliament. 

 

96. Which one of the following is the most 

correct inference that can be made from the 

above passage? 

(a) Liberalism played a major role in 

developing national unity in Europe in 

the 19th century. 

(b) Autocracy would be seen in France only 

in 19th century Europe. 

(c) European nations are more liberal than 

the other nations in the world. 

(d) Individualism is the element on which 

the ideology of liberalism is based. 

 

Passage 

Human evolution, the process by which human 

beings developed on earth from now-extinct 

primates. Viewed zoologically, we humans are homo 

sapiens, a culture- bearing upright-walking species 

that lives on the ground and very likely first evolved 

in Africa about 315,000 years ago. We are now the 

only living members of what many zoologists refer 

to as the human tribe, Homini, but there is abundant 

fossil evidence to indicate that we were preceded for 

millions of years by other hominins, such as 

Ardipithicus, Australopithecus, and other species of 

Homo, and that our species also lived for a time 

contemporaneously with at least one other member 

of our genus H. neanderthalensis (the Neanderthals). 
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97. Which one of the following is the most 

correct inference that can be made from the 

above passage? 

(a) Evolution is a natural process by which 

homosapiens have evolved themselves 

from a human tribe known as Homini. 

(b) With the publication of Charles 

Darwin’s book “On the origin of 

species” debate on evolution has settled 

down. 

(c) Homo sapiens evolved with no other 

species and were the only living 

members of human tribes Homini. 

(d) Neanderthalensis is the only genus with 

which humans were contemporary. 

 

Passage 

Conserving nature (through protected areas) and 

restoring it (through flood protection or greenhouse 

gas regulation) might yield a greater economic well-

being than by carrying out activities like agriculture, 

a recent study has said. The study used the largest-

ever data set of 64 sites across six continents to 

estimate the value provided by nature conservation / 

restoration and that provided by intensive human 

use. Economic estimates of services, conservation or 

restoration benefits (for example, greenhouse gas 

regulation, flood protection) tend to outweigh those 

private benefits (for example, profits from 

agriculture or logging) driving change to the 

alternative state,” the study said. 

98. Which of the following is the most correct 

message conveyed by the author in the 

above passage? 

(a) The value of ecosystem services should 

be quantified so that more value can be 

obtained from nature’s products. 

(b) Green accounting should be made an 

essential part of countries’ budgets. 

(c) The short term gains of natural resource 

exploitation dims in significance when 

compared to the invaluable services 

provided by nature. 

(d) Governments should invest more on 

forest conservation rather than on 

structural measures of flood control. 

 

Passage 

Countries wishing to support their mining services 

sectors should ensure that firms in these sectors do 

not face overly burdensome regulation. Small and 

medium sized enterprises, in particular, are less well 

equipped to navigate difficult business environments. 

Since a substantial share of mining services firms are 

SMEs, regulatory barriers to entry, complex 

regulatory procedures and overly protective 

regulation for incumbent firms will strongly impact 

the potential for minerals rich countries to develop a 

mining services sector and thereby leverage their 

mineral resources for job creation throughout the 

value chain. Countries interested in leveraging their 

mineral resources for economy-wide growth should 

not shy away from foreign inputs. Foreign inputs of 

goods and services are associated with higher levels 

of domestic value addition in mining. A 10% 

increase in the value added of foreign inputs is 

associated with a 2.8% increase in the domestic 

value added of mining exports on average, all else 

equal. Similar results are found for imported mining 

services inputs. 
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99. On the basis of the above passage, the 

following assumption(s) has/have been 

made: 

1. Firms may resort to unethical practices 

to maintain dominance in their business 

sector. 

2. Some countries are apprehensive of 

seeking foreign inputs in mining sector 

as a tool to bring about comprehensive 

economic growth.  

3. Regulations have a bearing on the ease 

of doing business in a country. 

Which of the above assumption(s) is/are 

valid? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100. What is the most logical and rational 

corollary to the above passage? 

(a) The share of small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs) in the mining sector 

should be reduced as they are less 

prepared to navigate strict business 

regulations. 

(b) Mineral rich countries should consider 

easing regulatory environment and be 

more open to foreign inputs to fully 

leverage the potential of a thriving 

mining sector. 

(c) Domestic value addition in mining 

should be replaced by its foreign 

counterpart which is more cost-effective.  

(d) Incumbent mining firms should be 

encouraged to takeover SMEs as this 

would benefit the sector through 

economies of scale.  
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